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Matt. vi. lo. 

Thy Kingdom come. 



THE kingdom of God, or the kingdom of Heaven, ac- 
cording to its moft ufual and almoil conftant acceptation 
throughout the feveral hiftories of the Evangelifts, figni- 
fies the ftate of the gofpel, or the church of Chrift upon earth, .firft 
begun and eftablifhed by the preaching of our bleffed Saviour and 
his apoftles.' When our Saviour commands his difciples to pray, that 
this kingdom may come, his meaning is, that we Ihould make it a 
conftant and perpetual fubjed of our petitions to Almighty God, that 
this gofpel-ftate, or church of Chrift, fo begun and eftabhftied upon 
earth, may, through his grace, be ftill "advanced and carried on, till at 
length it arrive at that maturity and completion, that univerfality, 
unity, and fpiritual perfedion, which he hath decreed and promifed 
that it ihall one time attain. 

Without troubling you any farther in fupporting or enlarging 
Tipon this explication of the words, or in difcourfing on the nature 
of the gofpel-ftate confidered as a kingdom, I Ihall endeavour to cany 
your thoughts to a general view of the paft, the prefent, and the 
.future condition of chriftianity in the world ; in order to fhew how 

B much 
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much reafon the difciples of Chrift ever had, and fUU have, to ofFer 
up this petition for its advancement: what we may be allowed to 
hope from God's gracious promifes in this refped in time to come-: 
how much it is the duty of every fubjeft, and more efpecially of 
every minifter of this heavenly kingdom, to aim at promoting, by 
his moftearneft endeavours, as well as his prayers, the perfeftand uni- 
verfal eftablifhment of it. 

Our Saviour commanding his difciples daily and perpetually to 
offer up their prayers to God for the advancement of his kingdom 
on earth, may well be underftood by this very command to intimate to 
them, that the ftate of chrillianity ftiould long be incomplete, its 
progrefs gradual, its advances towards perfeifllon and univerfality, often- 
times flow and imperceptible, and that it would not arrive at its full 
maturity till the end of the age, till the laft fcene of this great dif- 
penfation. And this he has more fully explained to them in feveral of 
his difcourfes, particularly in fome of his parables. ' The '. king- 

* dom of Heaven is likened to a man which fowed good feed in his 

* field, but while men flept his enemy came and fowed tares among 

* the wheat ; which appeared together with the wheat, and were 

* fufFered to grow together with it till the harveft.' And again, " So 
" '' is the kingdom of God, as if a man fliould call feed into the ground, 
*' and Ihould fleep and rife, night and day, and the feed Ihould 
" fpring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth 
" forth fruit of herfelf, firft the blade, then the ear, after that the 
" full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is brought forth, imme- 
" diately he putteth in the fickle, becaufe the harveft is come." 

» Matt. xiii. 24, tV. •" Mark iv. 26, f£c. 

Such 
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Such Is the prediftion of our Saviour : the event hitherto will be Found 
intirely conformable to it. 

If we take a view of chriftianity in the firfl: ages, we Ihall find it 
mightily increafing from very fmall beginnings -, fpreading and ex- 
tending itfelf far and wide with a quick progrefs ; and ' like leaven,' 
as " our Saviour very expreffively reprefents it, ' hid in a large quantity 
• of meal, working and fermenting by degrees, till the whole was 
' leavened.' We firft hear that the number of the names of the 
difciples together, were about ' an hundred and twenty. Soon after 
' in one day there were added unto them about three thoufand fouls^ 
' Next the number of them that heard the word, which Peter fpoke to 
' them, and believed, was about five thoufand. And believers were 
' ftiU added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women.' At 
the fame time they abounded in charity, in faith, and in good works : 
' the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and one 
' foul : they continued ftedfaftly in the apoftles doftrine and fellowfhip : 
' they had all things common, and fold their pofl'effions and goods, 
' and parted them to all men, as every man had need.' Such was the 
ftate of the church at its very firft eftablifliment, and as yet con- 
fined to Jerufalem : fmall in extent, and few in number ; but full of 
grace, and of power, perfeft in every good work, and rich in all the 
fruits of the fpirit. 

But no fooner had the perfecution which arofe about Stephen againft 
the church at Jerufalem fcattered abroad the difciples, than the gofpel 
was, together with them, fpread through all the regions round about. 
And in a few years, by the, preaching of the apoftles and teachers, and 
principally by the labours of the great apoftle of the Gentiles, it was 

' Matt. xiii. 33. d Acts i, ii, iv, v. 

" ^ carried 
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carried through almoft all the parts, and even beyond the limits of 
the Roman empire ; if we give credit to a tradition ° that prevailed 
antiently in the church, it was eftablifhed in Parthia, and even in 
India, by the apoflle St. Thomas : fo that confidering the ftate of 
communication fubfifting at that time between the feveral nations, it 
might truly be faid, that " their found had gone out through all the 
" earth, and their words unto the end of the world." Thus was the 
feed of the word widely and abundantly fown even in the apoftolical. 
age : let us confider the increafe and the produce of it. 

The rapid progrefs and plentiful increafe of chriftianity in the ffrft 
acre, in fpite of all the oppofition it had to ftruggle with from the pre- 
judice of the world fupported by all the power of it, in the midft of 
dangers, diftrefles, reproach, and perfecution, has been defervedly con- 
fidered as the immediate effeft of a divine power co-Operating with it, 
and as a more ftupendous miracle in itfelf, than any of the feveral 
wonders by which it was promoted. By the accounts of the ^ heathens 
themfelves, it appears, that as early as the time of Nero the chriftians 
at Rome were become very numerous : in the time of Trajan we 
find by the teftimony of the ^ governor of one of the provinces, that 
chriftianity had fo far prevailed in thofe parts, that the temples of 
the gods were almoft defolated, their facred rites long intermitted, and 
that there were very few who would buy facrifices. Juftin Martyr '' 
foon after informs us, that there was no nation in the known world, not 
even the moft barbarous and uncivilized, where fome did not offer up 
prayers and thankfgivings to God in the name of Jefus Chrift. Ter- 

« EusEB. Hill. Eccl. III. 1. GricNaz. Orat. xxv. ' Tacit. Annal. xv. 44. 
8 PiiN. Lib. X. Epin. 97. A. D. CIV. '' Dialog, cum Tryphone; part, 2. pag. 

388. Edit. Thirlby. circa a. d. cl, 

tuUian 
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cullian ' In the next age fays, that every part of the empire, every 
place and ftation, was full of chriftians, and that they began to rival, 
the heathens in numbers. Next to the efpecial providence of God, 
and the figns that gave witnefs to the firft: preachers of the golpel,, 
chriftianity owed its fuccefs to the graces and virtues that Ihone forth 
in the lives of its profeffors. Ihe fincerity and ftedfaftnefs of their 
faith, their courage and conftancy in fufFering the moft cruel tortures 
in defence of it, was fully exhibited and approved to the world in 
numberlefs examples of all ages, fexes, and conditions. The advo- 
cates for chriftianity, who undertook to plead its caufe before tha 
rulers of the world, could in their apologies boldly appeal even to 
their enemies and perfecutors, not only for the holincfs and purity of 
its doftrines, but alfo for the fanftity and innocence of thofe that pro^ 
felled it ; their blamelefs and inoffenfive converfacion, the fimplicity 
and integrity of their manners, their piety to God, their union 
among themfelves, and' their peaceable and charitable difpofition to- 
wards all mankind. This perhaps may pafs for a jufl account of the 
ftate of the chriftian church under perfecution for the three firft cen- 
turies : continually increafing in number?, and enlarged in extent ; 
nor even in the end greatly fallen off from its original integrity, with re- 
gard eitl.er to fanftity of manners or purity of faith. 

But it muft be allowed that from the very times of the apoftles the 
chiirch was troubled by heretics of various denominations, who from 
time to time attempted to introduce the moft abfurd doftrines and 
the moft abominable pradices. They a j pear to have been for the 
moft part either hypocrites or enthufiafts . of the grofTeft fort* Their 
ufual method was to endeavour to corrupt and falfify the Holy Scrips 



* Apploget, xxxvii' & Advers. Judseos, vii. circa a. d, cc. 
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tures, fo as to make them countenance their wild imaginations and 
ungodly doings. They feem to have had no fort of title to the name 
of chriftians which they took upon themfelves. Accordingly St. Jude 
'' fpeaks of them, as of " certain men that had crept in unawares ; 
" ungodly men, that turned the grace of God into lafcivioufnefs, 
" and denied the only Lord God, and our Lord Jefus Chrift." St; 
John ' calls them Antichrifts, and fays of them, "they went out 
*' from us, but they were not of us." Such in general were the here- 
tics of the firft ages : rejeded of the church, and condemned of 
themfelves-, " who tho' they profefled that they knew God, yet in 
*' works denied him, being abominable and difobedient, and to every 
'« good work reprobate." And fuch are the abfurdities, blafphemies, 
and abominations of which thefe filthy dreamers are accufed, that 
we might perhaps hardly give credit to the charge, tho' fupported by 
the concurrent teftimony of the writers of that age, were there not 
even at this time a " fedl crept in unawares likewife among us, who 
have adopted and openly avowed them. Tho' thefe might dilhonour 
the chriflian name by falfely taking it upon themfelves; tho' the con- 
verts from Judaifm at firft were always endeavouring to adulterate 
the dodrine of Chrift by grafting on it their own fuperftitions, and 
thofe of the Gentiles afterwards, by introducing into it their own im- 
pure philofoph)-, yet the church ftill acquitted herfelf of the charge 
committed to her, and kept entire the facred depofite of " the faith 
" which was once delivered to the faints." 

At length " the grain of muftard-feed, tho' the leaft of all feeds, 
" was grown and become a great tree, and the fowls of the air came 
" and lodged under the Ihadow of it." Conftantine embraced the 

* Verf. J. ' I Epift. ii. i8, 19. ■" See " The Moravians compared i^nddetefted.' 

V 

chriftian 
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chriftian faith : he became the nurfing father of the church ; which 
now at reft from perfecution, and fet above her adverfaries, increafed 
mightily under the favour of her great protedor, and was eftablifhed 
in fafety, profperity and honour. It might now be expefbed, that 
" the mountain of the Lord's houfe being eftabhfhed in the top of 
" the mountains, all nations ihould flow unto it ; and that all being 
" gathered together under one head in Chrift, they might be pre- 
" fented to God a glorious church holy and without blemifli." But 
alas 1 from this very aera of the fecurity, profperity, and fplendor of 
the chriftian church we muft date the decay of the true fpirit of 
chriftianity. It ftill continued^ indeed to increafe for fome time out- 
wardly in extent and numbers ; but daily fufFered within a much greater 
lofs, in the vifible diminution of faith, holinefs, humility, and charity. 
Honour, wealth, and power, foon excited pride, avarice, and am- 
bition ; and the conteft for thefe worldly advantages was but too often 
carried on, and with the greater animofity, under pretence of contend- 
ing for the faith. Chriftianity began now to be treated as a fcience or 
an art ; and its doflrines to be oppofed and defended with much acute- 
nefs of wit, and more keennefs of paffion : while the fimplicity and 
purity of faith was perplexed and corrupted by the fubtilty of debate, 
and charity quite loft in the vehemence of contention. A falfe, or at 
beft an indifcreet, zeal ftood ever upon the watch, ready to combat 
every idle fpeculation that happened to be advanced ; thus giving 
occafion to perpetual debate, and generally improving every debate 
into an irreconcilable diflenfion. Many an abfurd opinion, many an 
over-curious theory and bold decifion in matters of doubtful difputa- 
tijOn, that would otherwife have funk in oblivion, and died with its 
author, gained ftrength and importance by oppofition ; till being dig- 
nified with the title of Herefy, and perpetuated by an Anathema, it was 

in 
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in a manner confecrated and delivered down as a never-failing fubjeft of 
ftrife and divifion to poflerity. Some indeed of the novelties then 
introduced were in themfclves of greater confequence and more perni- 
cious tendency, ftriking at the fundamentals of the chriftian faith : but 
even thefe perhaps, if they had been at firfl: treated with more mode- 
ration, or at laft condemned and purfued with lefs feverity, might 
never have furvived to divide the chriQian world for ages againft itfelf. 
But the rage of debate, and oppofition of fcience, falfely fo called, 
feems to have been the epidemical diftemper of thofe .times ; and 
the certain confequences of it were wrath, envy, hatred, ftrife, fa'dlion : 
and to the great difgrace of the chriftian name, while her own fuffer- 
ings under the heathen powers were yet frefh in remembrance, perfe- 
cution was adopted by the church, and began to be exercifed by 
chriflians againft chriftians. It had been in a former age a common 
obfervation of the heathens, " See how thefe chriftians love one another : 
See how thefe chriftians hate one another, was now the more juft and 
obvious remark. A candid heathen hiftorian ° fpeaks of it as a maxim 
of the emperor Julian founded on experience, That no wild beafts were 
fo cruel and inveterate enemies to men, as moft chriftians were to one 
another : and on this maxim that able and determined adverfary of 
the gofpel very judicioufly projedled the utter deftruftion of chriftianity. 
He ftieathed the fword of heathen perfecution, and fomented the 
fpirit of difcord already preying on the vitals of the chriftian church, 
Vvhere fo little regard was paid to the great, commandment of bro- 
therly love, it is not to -be expefted that the love of God fliould con- 
tinue its perfe£l work. Let it fuffice to obferve, that piety began to 
be infefted with fuperftition^ that purity of life began to be eftimated 

" Tertullian. Apologet. xjixix. ° A;..'mia n. Marcell. xxii 5. 

by 
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"by an affedted abftinence, and unbidden and extravagant aufterities : 
faints and martyrs were regarded with a reverence, that by degrees 
approached to adoration, and at laft ended in idolatry ; and thofe only 
were thought to ferve God in perfedtton, who retired into defarts and 
cloifters, to become a torment to themfelves, and ufelefs to the 
world. Superftition, contention, and divifion ftill increafed within j 
and gave great advantages to Mohammedifm, that aflaulted chrifti- 
anity from without, and at length laid wafte the eaftern church. 
The weftern church was indeed on the other hand much enlarged by 
the acceflion of the northern nations, which had over-run that part of 
the Roman empire : but barbarifm and ignorance was introduced 
with them, under whofe influence every error, that had been before 
fown, was foftered and nouriflied, and new errors were from time to 
time propagated. The ambition of the church of Rome made ufe 
of every opportunity, which thefe dark ages afforded of completing 
her great fcheme of fpiritual tyranny and temporal dominion : every 
fuperfliition, that ferved to help it forward, or fupport it, was made 
an article of faith : in a word, that deep fyftem of worldly policy, 
founded in the corruption and perverfion of all the great principles 
of the gofpel ; that myftery of iniquity, properly enough called 
Popery, but which might more properly be called Antichrifl;ianifm» 
was devifed, improved, and brought to perfedion. 

To refcue chriftianity from this miferable ftate of depravation and 
oppreffion ; to rellore it to its origmal purity, and to replace it on its 
true foundation ; to put an end to the ihfolent ufiirpation of human 
authority upon the rights ,of private judgment, of reafon, and con- 
fcience, and upon the divine authority of the Holy Scriptures them- 
felves ; this was the great defign of the reformation. A fair profpeft 
was now opened for the re-eftablifliment.pf the kingdom of God in 

C purity 
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purity and truth, fuch as never had offered itfelf fince the firfl: ages 
of chriftianity. But the fulnefs of the time was not yet come : is 
pleafed God in his unfeapchable wifdom to fufFer the progrefs of this 
great work to be flopped in the mid-way, and the effedts of it to be 
greatly weakened by many unhappy divifions among the.- reformedi 
Yet hath it been, notwithftanding its imperfedion, of moft efFedtual 
fervice to the caufe of true religion ; 'and herein feems to be laid the 
foundation for executing the great plan of divine wifdom, for raifing 
the fuperftrufture of univerfal chriftianity. It has fhewn to the world 
what the gofpel really is ; it has laid open the Holy Scriptures, and 
introduced a more accurate and judicious ftudy, and a more perfedb 
underftanding of them : and in confequence, the great principles of^ 
our religion have not only been rationally explained, and fully vindi-- 
cated ; but a more enlarged view of the gofpeJ difpenfation, a more, 
complete fyftem of divine knowledge, has been given to the worlds, 
than ever it was bled with, fince the days of infpiration. And thol 
the reformation may feem to have been now at a ftand for near two. 
centuries; tho' in a political view it has manifeftly loft ground, and 
many confiderable advantages have been gained againft it ; tho' among 
ourfelves we frequently hear complaints, and probably not without 
caufe, of the fuccefs of Popilh emiflaries; who compafs fea and land to 
make profelytes : notwithftanding this, I think we may be aflured, 
that upon the whole the reformation is every day acquiring new 
ftrength, and that its principles prevail in the world more and more. . 
Learning, and knowledge of all kinds, and a fpirit of inquiry, are- 
ftill evidently increafing ; and even in thofe countries where they are 
moft difeouraged, they are continually fpreading themfelves filently 
and fccretly, in fpite of all the vigilance of policy, and all the efforts 
of power : and where knowledge increafes, it is a plain and infallible 
confequence, that Popery muft diminiftu 

This 
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This view of the ftate of chriftianity thro' the feveral ages down to 
our own times, Ihort and very imperfed as it is, may however furnifh 
fufficient occafion for obferving, that the kingdom of God has never 
hitherto, in its moft pure or moft flourifhing condition, feemed to 
make any near approach, or any efFe£tual advances, towards that per- 
feftion and univerfahty, to which it is decreed that it fhall one day 
arrive. While it was in its m.oft exalted ftate of purity, it laboured 
under oppreffion and perfecution ; when it flourifhed moft in outward 
profperity, and was ftrengthened in numbers and enlarged in extent, 
it proportionably decayed in its inward graces : and, even in its moft 
enlarged extent ; never poffeffed more than about a fixth part of the 
prefent known world. Whereas it is decreed, that " ^ the kingdoms 
" of the world (hall become the kingdoms of the Lord and of his 
*' Chrift ; that all people, nations, and languages fhall ferve him ; 
" that the fulnefs of the Gentiles fhall come in ; and that all Ifrael 
" fhall turn unto the Lord and be faved." The time is not yet come 
for the accompliftiment of thefe prediftions : neither can we rely upon 
the authority of Tome, who by a plaufible interpretation of certain 
prophecies^ confefTedly very obfcure, have prefumed to determine the 
feafons, which God hath put in his own power, fo far as to conclude, 
that it is near at hand. Yet we may be allowed to oblerve, that 
the prefent ftate of mankind, and the circumftances of the world in 
general., feem to indicate a preparation for this wonderful event,^ and 
a tendency towards this important period, however diftant it rnay be» 
1 he great progrefs, which learning and ufeful knowledge of all forts 
Jiave made within thefe two laft centuries, particularly in the cultiva- 
tion of human reafon, and the ftudy of divine revelation ; the pro- 
■digious advances, that have been made in navigation and commerce, 

f Rev. xi. 15. Dan. vii. 14.. Rom. xi, 25, 26. 
.'.. . ^ 2 vaftly 
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vafVly enlarging the bounds of the known habitable world", yet at 
the fame time drawing nearer to one another the feveral nations, by 
opening a free and eafy communication between the moft diftant ; 
the great numbers of chriftian colonies, that have been fent into every 
part, and planted in the moft remote corners of the earth : all thefe- 
circumftances continually increafing and mvritiplying, and the daily im- 
provements, which with unwearied diligence and with evident fuccefs 
are ftill purfued in all ; tho' we fee not the fruit as yet formed, nor 
fo much as the bloflbm unfolded, yet fecm to point out to us the 
fted-time and the fpring, which is already preparing, and will in its> 
due feafon bring forth a pfcnteous harveft. This particular fign of the 
times feems to be pointed out by tlie Angel to the prophet Daniel : 
'• ' But thou, O Daniel, fhut up the words, and feal the book even 
" to the time of the end: many fhaJl run to and fro, and know- 
" ledge Ihall be increafed." 

But whatever be the fecret determination of Almighty God with, 
regard to the particular time deftined for the completion of thefe 
gracious promifes, it certainly behoves us to be always intent upon 
making the beft advantage of every opportunity, that fliall feem to oflfer 
itfelf, of promoting this great end ; to keep it ever in view, and to 
purfue it by every method, that Ihall appear in the leaft conducive 
thereto. As we make it the daily fubjeft of our prayers, fo it ought 
to be the conftant objefl of our moft earneft endeavours. It is the 
duty of every chriftian, as the glory of God and the Salvation of 
mankind is highly concerned in it : it is more efpecially the duty of 
every minifter of Chrift, as the difpenfation of the gofpel is committed 
to him, and he is appointed to attend continually upon this very thing. 
I Ihall beg leave to mention one or two of the principal means, by 

i xii. 4. 

which 
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which the gofpel of Chrift may be beft promoted, both among our- 
felves, and more at large in the world. 

In the firft place, we ought to promote and to encourage the ad- 
vancement of religious 1«iowIedge, and the only means by which 
it can be advanced, freedom of inquiry. 

Chriftianity itfelf was publifhed to the world in the mofl enlightened 
age ; it invited and challenged the examination of the ableft judges, 
and flood the teft of the fevereft fcrutiny : the more it is brought to 
rhe light, to the greater advantage will it appear. When on the 
other hand the dark ages of barbarifm came on, as every art and 
fcience was almoft extinguifhed, fo was chriftianity in proportion op- 
prefled and overwhelmed by error and fuperftition : and they that pre- 
tended to defend it from the aflaults of its enerriies, by prohibitino' 
examination and free inquiry, took the fureft method of cutting off all 
hopes of its recovery. Again, when letters revived, and reafon re- 
gained her liberty ; when a fpirit of inquiry began to prevail, and 
was kept up and promoted by a happy invention, by which the com« 
municatioii of knowledge was wonderfully facilitated ; chriftianity 
itnmediately emerged out of darknefs, and was in a manner republifhed 
to the world in its native fimplicity. It has always flourifhed or de- 
cayed together with learning and liberty: it will ever ftand or fall 
with them. It is therefore of the utmoft importance to the caufe of true 
religion, that it be fubmitted to an open and impartial examination ; that 
every difquifition concerning it be allowed its free courfe ; that even : 
the malice of its enemies ftiould have its full fcope, and try its utmoft 
ftrength of argument againft it. Let no man be alarmed at the at- 
tempts of atheifts or infidels : let them produce their caufe; let them. 
Bring forth their ftrong reafons, to their own confufion : afford them : 

not 
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not tbe advantage of reftraint, the only advantage which their caufc 
admits of: let them not boaft the falfe credit of fuppofed arguments 
and pretended demonftrations, which they are forced to fupprefs. 
What has been the confequence of all that licentious contradiction, 
with which the gofpel has been received in thefe our times and in this 
nation ? hath it not given birth to fuch irrefragable apologies and con- 
vincing illuftrationsof our moft holy religion, as n'o other age or na- 
tion ever produced ? What in particular has been the effedtof unre- 
ftrained oppofition in a very recent inftance, prepared with much labour 
and ftudy, and fupported with all the art and eloquence of a late cele- 
brated genius ? hath not the very weaknefs and impotence of the aflault 
given the moft fignal and decifive vidtory to the caufe of truth ? and 
do not the arms of this mighty champion of infidelity ftand as a tro- 
phy crefted by himfelf to difplay and to perpetuate the triumph ? Let 
no one lightly entertain fufpicions of any ferious propofal for the ad- 
vancement of religious knowledge; nor out of unrealbnable prejudice 
endeavour to obftruft any inquiry, that profefles to aim at the farther 
iUuftration of the great fcheme of the Gofpel in general, or the remo- 
val of error in any part, in faith, in doftrine, in practice, or in wor- 
fnip. An opinion is not therefore falfe, becaufe it contradidls received 
notions : but whether true or falfe, let it be fubmitted to a fair exami- 
nation-; truth muft in the end be a gainer by it, and appear with the 
greater evidence. Where freedom of inquiry is maintained and exer- 
cifed under the direftion of the fincere word of God, falfehood may 
perhaps triumph for a day, but to-morrow truth will certainly prevail, 
and every fucceeding day will confirm her fuperiority. 

The light, that arofe upon the chriftian world at the reformation, hath 
.ftill continued to increafe, and we truft will " fhine more and more unto 
" the perfeft day." The labours of the learned have from that time, 
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by the bleffing of God upon the free exercife of reafon and private 
judgment, been greatly fuccefsful in promoting religious knowledge, and 
particularly in laying open the hidden treafures of divine wifdom contained 
in the Holy Scriptures. Much hath been done in this important work -, 
and much ftill remains to be done. Thofe heavenly ftores are inex- 
hauftible : every new acquifition ftill leads on to further difcoveries, and 
the moft careful fearch will ftill leave enough to invite and to reward the 
repeated fearches of the pious and induftrious to the lateft ages. This 
is a work that demands our foft and moft earneft regard ; the ftudie? 
and afliftanec, the favour and encouragement of all. To confirm and 
illuftrate thefe holy writingSj to evince their truth, to fliew their con- 
liftency, to explain their meaning, to make them more generally known' 
and ftudied, more eafily.and perfedtly underftood by all; to remove 
the difficulties, that difcourage the honeft endeavours of the unlearned, 
and provoke the malicious cavils of the half-learned rthis is the moft 
worthy objeft, that can engage our attention ; the moft important endy- 
to which our labours in the fearch ef truth can be diredted. And here 
I, cannot: but mention j what has often been reprefented, and I hope wilt 
not always be reprefented in vain •, that nothing would more effedu ally- 
conduce to this end, than 'the exhibiting the Holy Scriptures themfelves 
to the people in a more advantageous and juft light, by ah accurate 
revifal of our vulgar tranflation by public authority. It is now a cen- 
tury and a half fince this tranflation was made ; in which time a much^ 
greater progrefe has been made in the knowledge of the Scriptures, than? 
in fifteen centuries preceding. Knowledge of all forts hath fince that" 
time been greatly advanced, of which there is fcarce any fort that has not 
fome connexion with the knowledge of fcripture ; in particular, and 
what is more immediately connefted with it, the knowledge of the 
original languages, the Hebrew efpecially, and its feveral remaining, 
diale<5ts ; the knowledge of antiquity, . of civil hiftory, of natural hif-^ 
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tory, of genuine logic, of found criticifm. Many ancient monu- 
ments, both texts and verfions ' of venerable authority, have been 
either newly difcovered, or more openly communicated to the public, 
and fet forth in the moft advantageous and ufeful manner. And as wc 
enjoy many affiftances, which the learned of that age wanted ; fo like- 
wife many impediments, which lay in their way, are now removed. The 
rubbifh of falfe fcience is in a great meafure cleared away ; the obfcure 
fubtilty of fcholallic theology is difpelled. The great prejudice of 
authority is in many inftances happily diminilhed ; the defpotic power 
of antiquity is reduced within its proper limits. "With regard to the 
Old Teftament, the church of Chrift is no longer a flave to the fyna- 
gogue ; nor does the chriflian interpreter blindly follow thofe blind 
guides the Jewifli teachers. Their infallible Mafora, boafted to have 
been an edifice raifed by wife mafter- builders on the rock of divine au- 
thority, proves to have been framed by unlkilful hands, and built on 
•the fand : its foundations have long fince been fhaken, and it now tot- 
ters to its fall. The defedts of the Hebrew text itfelf, for it cannot 
be denied that it hath its defe6ts, nor, as it hath been tranfmitted to us 
;by human means, could it poffibly be without defedts ; thefe have been 
pointed out, and remedies have in part been applied to them, and may 
be farther applied, by an accurate collation of ancient verfions, and 
of various copies. The latter fource is but newly opened, ' and the 
Supplies that may be derived from it, if not very confiderable in them- 
felves, will yet be greatly important in their confequences. All this, 
(and more might be added to this,) Ihews evidently, how much room 

■■ Samaritan Pentateuch, both text and verfion ; Cld Syriac verfion ; Alexandrine 
MS. ; Palis and London Polyglotts, &c- 

' See HouBicANT. Prolegom. in Biblia Hehraica, cap. IIL art. z. And, for more 
full fatisfaftion, " The State of the prirtad Hebrew Text of the Old Teftament confi- 
" fidercd ;" by the learned Mr. Ken^icott : from whom farther light into this curioas 
and important fubjea may iLordy be expefted. 
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there is for improvement j it promifes undoubted fuccefs to the under- 
taking, and warrants abundant advantages from it to our own imme- 
diately, and in confequence to the whole chriftian church. 

Secondly, Let us make it our conftant aim and ftudy to reftore, to 
maintain, and to promote true chriftian charity. 

The church of Chrift hath in almoft every age fuffered much lefs 
by all the rage and malice of its enemies, than by ftrife and faftion 
within itfelf, and divifions among its own members. Xhe worft con- 
fequence of fome of the worft of herefies hath been difcord, wrath, 
hatred, perfecution : and in reality the moft pernicious of all herefies 
hath been the maintaining and defending in fuch cafes breach of cha- 
rity itfelf as a duty. An unhappy perfuafion has too generally pre- 
vailed, that church-communion demands unity of fentiment in thd 
ftrifteft fenfe j and that all of the fame profeffion fhould think juft 
alike, not only as to a few plain fundamental articles, but as to many 
other particulars neither neceflarily required, nor clearly revealed : , the 
confequence of which is, that there muft be almoft as many fe£ts in 
the world, as there are men. And this in efFedl hath for many ages moft 
miferably diftradted the church of Chrift ; hath divided it againft itfelf, 
and again fubdivided every part of it into new fadions and fchifms : it 
hath been the caufe of feditions, flaughters, maflacres ; of the peculiar 
cruelties and barbarities, that are always the efledts of falfe zeal, to the 
reproach of the chriftian name, and even to the difgrace of human na- 
ture. It is not to be wondered that chriftlanity has made no greater 
progrefs ; while, inflead of being exhibited to the world in jts native 
beauty, as the moft amiable religion that ever was, it has been expofed 
in fuch a horrible difguifci as the caufe of the greateft mifchiefs ; as the 
parent of ftrife, and confufion, and every evil work. But thanks be 
to God, we feem at prefent to have a better profpedt before us : what- 
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ever other reafbns we may have to complain of our own age, yet ft 

muft be allowed, that a fpirit of true chriftian charity, and benevolence-, 

and moderation, has of late prevailed among us beyond the example of 

former times. A more liberal and generous way of thinking and a<5t- 

ing, with regard to thofe that differ from us, is every day gaining ground'; 

and hath already had vifible eflfedls, in allaying former animofities and 

jealoufies, and feems making way for reconcilement and unity. The 

different fed;a of Proteftants feem to have loft much of that bic- 

ternefs and diftafte, which hath fo longmoft unreafonably reigned between 

them, and to be every day drawing nearer to one another. Even thofe 

of the church of Rome, though they do not give it up, yet begin at 

leaft to be afhamed of their horrid principle of perfecution ; and, while 

they have no power or opportunity of adting to the contrary, can fay, 

*' If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 

" partakers with them in the blood of the prophets:" If this happy 

temper of meeknefs, forbearance and charity, fliould continue to in- 

creafe, and Ihould difflife itfelf more widely through the chriftian church,.. 

one great offence will be removed, which hath ever hindered the progrefe 

of the Gofpel : the gainfayer and unbeliever, when they ftiall obferve thte 

true fpirit of chriftianity to prevail among chriftians, will be more eafify 

induced to glorify God, and " to confefs that God is in us of a truth;" 

The prophet Ifaiah feems to reprefent the increafe of univerfal charity 

and religious knowledge in the chriftian church, as the preparation and 

prelude of the converfion of the Gentiles, and of the reftoration of the 

Jews, in that remarkable prophecy, which certainly has not yet been 

fully accomplifhed : ' " The wolf ftiall dwell with the lamb, and the 

** leopard (hall lie down with the kid : they ftiall not hurt nor de- 

' Isaiah xi. 6, &c, 
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•*' ft'roy in all my holy mountain : for the earth fhall be full of the 
" knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea. And "it fhall 
" come to pafs in that day, the root of Jefle, which ftandeth for an 
" enfign to the people ;- toit fhall the Gentiles feek, and his refting- 
" place fhall be glorious. And it fhall come to pafs in that day, 
" that the Lord IhalMet his hand again the fecond time to recover the 

" remnantof his people, which fhall be lefta and he (hall fet up 

*' an enfign for the nations, and Ihall aflemble the out-cafts of Ifraelj 
" and gather togetherthe difperfed of Judah, from the four, corners of 
" the earth." 

Laftly, and above all. Let us endeavour to ■ recommend ftill more 
effedually our moft holy religion by holinefs and purity of life.^ 

We, live in an enlightened age, in which knowledge is ftill increafing ; 
In which continual approaches are made towards a more perfc6t com-- 
•prehenfion of the Gofpel fcheme, in its full extent ; in which new accef-- 
fions of light are every day thrown on the Holy Scriptures : the true 
chriftian fpirit of charity, moderation,- and forbearance prevails more 
and more, foftening by degrees our mutual dlftaftes,' and healing our 
divifions : may we. not hope,*; that thefe improvements will have their 
proper and natural effed, though we do not yet perceive.it, in intro- 
ducing, a reformation of another nature, and infufing more and more of 
the true fpirit of our. religion into our manners and our lives. Greater.- 

" IJl *10J?1tyK*i2"K?'nti'N*'inn OVirrnV 0'J'''ranfla''°"' by departing from 
the Maforetical ppinting, and the obvious grammatical conftruftion, Jiath obfcured this > 
paflage. The frequent neceffity we are under of appealing from it to the original fuf- - 
ficiently fliews the expediency o£. the revifal above propofed : and I beg leave here to 
add, that the prefent time offers a favourable opportunity, which ought not to be ne- 
glefted ; when the ftation, to which the chief direaion of fuch a work properly belongs, . 
is filled with a Perfon endowed, beyond any other of this age, with all the abilities and 
qualifications requifite for the bringing it to that degree of perfeftion, of which it is at 
jrefent capable. 
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knowledge fhould reafonably be attended with more perfeft obedience; 
and the love of our brethren is clofely conneded with the love of God. 
How bad foever therefore in this refped the prefent appearance of 
things may be, let us not be difjouraged in our endeavours to promote 
the praftice of true religion. And it is indeed more in our power to 
promote it, than we are generally apt to think. Every one according to 
his itation may have his proper Ihare in it : fo^z by their {kill and 
abilities, others by their influence and authority ; fome by their exhor- 
tations, all by their example. More efpecially is it the duty and 
peculiar province of the miniHers of the gofpel, as workers together 
with Chrift, to purfue it by every method ; " by purenefs, by know- 
" ledge, by long-fufFering, by kindnefs, by love unfeigned, by the 
'*« word of truth, by the power of God." As many of us therefore 
as have received this miniftry, or have it by any means in our power to 
.contribute to this great work, ' let us not faint, neither let us be wearied 
« in it i ftill looking for that bleffed hope, and the glorious appearing 

* of the great God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift, when every man 

* fhal! have his due praife of God, and every man fhall receive his 

* own reward, according to his own labour : when they, that make 

* others wife unto falvation, fhall Ihine as the brightnefs of the firma- 
' ment ; and they that turn many to righteoufnefs, as the ftars for ever 
' and ever.' 
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